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Connecting with God, connecting with each other ï 

this might be the best summary of the Kenya 2020 teamôs 

recent trip to Eldoret.  Any  material goods we took with us 

(such as bibles, kids resources and laptops for the school) 

were appreciated, but far more valuable to our family in 

Kingôs Church and School is connection and relationship.  
 

The twinning visits (to and from Eldoret) help to deepen these 

connections, as do communications via social media and from 

our small groups.  The team each felt, however, that our 

communication and relationships with God were also deepened 

through the trip, as we stepped out, were stretched in our faith, 

and gave to and received from others living in a totally different 

context. 
 

In this special edition of 

Network, we hope to 

share with you some of 

the connections we 

made and lessons we 

learned.  We hope it will 

help you too to deepen 

your connection with 

our brothers and sisters 

in Eldoret, and to 

continue to pray for 

them. 
 

Graham Haldane (guest editor) 

! 4dnaa-7]u #kjja_pekj 
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"neab pnel oqii]nu 
 
Weôre not going to provide a detailed summary of everything we 
did, but instead are going to give some impressions from the 
team, particularly highlighting some of the lessons we could 
learn for our life in St Jamesô and Clitheroe.  Please ask 
members of the team for more detail ï or why not invite them to 
your (virtual) small group to update and inspire you? 
 
Key events:  
¶ Family Fun Afternoon, Holiday Club, Family Faith Afternoon 
(all at the church) 

¶ Sports Day (at Kingôs Highway School) 
¶ Budgeting seminar (for individuals and small businesses) 
¶ Preaching on óThe Potter: God does not make 
mistakesô (Mark: www.youtube.com/watch?v=seYy100pgyg) 
and óWho I am in Christô (Ruth: www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RqZCSY6OoXk) 

 
Throughout the week: 
¶ Visiting 19 small groups 
¶ Visiting small businesses (receiving support from the Seed 
Opportunities Fund) 

¶ Visiting church members in their own homes 
¶ Visiting families supported by the school 
¶ Joining with the worship team in practices and on Sundays 
¶ Joining in childrenôs, youth and outreach activities. 

***************************************** 
Eldoret Stories 
 
Our online service on Sunday 29th March focussed on prayer, 
with our friends in Kenya sharing about personal and corporate 
prayer.  If you have not watched it already, you can catch up 
with it on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23a85IABaiY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=seYy100pgyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqZCSY6OoXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqZCSY6OoXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23a85IABaiY
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3i]hh 'nkqlo¾ #kiiqjepu ]j` 2ah]pekjodelo 
 

During the Kingôs Highway visit in February, the team from St 
Jamesô attended every Small Group that is part of the church 
community, currently 19 groups in total. Small groups have 
been part of the KCH community for around 18 months.  
 

Bishop Francis, one of the church leaders noted that:  
óIt is prayer that is the key commitment needed from group 
leaders.ô 
 

 
Eunice, who leads a 
Fellowship group 
called Shirika 
(meaning 
Togetherness) also 
told us that:   
óPraying for all the 
members is a key 
element of my 
leadershipô. 
 
 

 
Benard, who leads three groups (one of which meets at 6 am!), 
told us what the effect of small groups on the church community 
has been: óWe get to know each other, it is easy to see 
someone when we need to, and connect with neighbours who 
may not be a part of a churchô. 
 

Neighbours and members of other churches become involved 
in these fellowship groups, and may even host meetings. This 
outward focus shows us an active, growing part of community 
that connects with so many. 
 

Shirika small group 
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All group meetings 
follow a structure of 
the 4 Ws:  
¶ Welcome  
¶ Worship 
¶ Word and  
¶ Work.  
Currently in the 
Word section, they 
are following 
material on        
óThe A to Z of 
Discipleshipô, 
based on a book by 
Matthew Porter.  

 

During our trip, groups were looking at G for Giving or H for the 
Holy Spirit. Most groups would share ómixed teaô and something 
to eat at the end of the meeting.  Through the various groups, 
we saw and learned that giving and having an offering within a 
small group can strengthen community, and challenges around 
giving can be overcome by being able to discuss the topic. 
 

Both the English and Swahili services on Sunday morning have 
sections that are for small group reports. Boaz, the small group 
co-ordinator, talks through the figures of attendance and 
offerings, which gives a huge focus and encouragement on 
fellowship within the Church.  While this might not be to our 
British taste, we saw so much transparency in this regular open 
form of communication, which the community see as 
encouragement. We were told that if a group was falling in 
attendance or offering, the whole community is aware and come 
together straight away in support.   
 

We also discovered at the end of the week that all the group 
offerings go towards supporting a missionary who is working on 
the vulnerable Sudan/Somalia border among Muslim groups.   
In response, some of us who visited Kingôs Highway have  
introduced mission offerings within our own small groups.   
 

Lower Haruma (Joy Bringers) small group 
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We saw so much new leadership emerging through small 
groups at Kingôs Highway. New leaders are being trained within 
larger fellowship groups that have capacity to óbirthô new groups.  

 

Support through 
training and 
working alongside 
current leaders is 
integrated with 
how the 
community works.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We saw Allan, one of the younger members at Kingôs Highway, 
working alongside Collins to lead an outreach group that 
ministers to the marginalised motorcycle (boda boda) 
community in the local area. Allan and Collins go out in a van 
and collect the men, mainly young, and take them to the church 
for food, teaching and testimonies.  Allan is also apprenticed to 
Benard as a potential small group leader (doulo). 
 
A comment Francis made about fellowship groups summed it up 
well:  óSunday is a celebration of all that God does throughout 
the week, small groups and fellowship are where we see God at 
work.ô                                                             Matt óDouloô Wood 

Lower Jerusalem small group 

Lessons to learn: This all gives us much to think about.  
How can we be more outward looking? How can we be challenged and seek 
to grow more? How can we encourage new people and areas of leadership 
development within our small groups?  And how can our groups in St Jamesô 
best support, communicate with and prayer for small groups and families 
within Kingôs Highway Church? 
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6eoepejc pda _kiiqjepu » oi]hh ^qoejaooao 
 
Allison Lord: By being part of the Eldoret community, I was 
overcome by the love, care, and financial and spiritual support 
everyone gave to each other, within the community in which 
they lived. They were all freely expressing their love and trust 
in Jesus, being grateful at every opportunity. We are trusting in 
the Lord 100% regarding the corona virus: that he is control, 
for his wisdom that all will be well, and for their safety. 

 

Now I am back at home, I am looking at where I can reach out 
more in my community within our church parish. By letting 
people see how I am different from the worldôs standards, God 
is enabling me to shine.  Itôs about, for example, speaking to 
everyone I meet, instead of being on my phone, listening to 
music. I plan to be a missionary in my own town by asking God 
to give me strength to be open to others, to love our neighbours, 
friends, and families.  
 

Ruth Haldane: It was a privilege to visit members of the 
congregation in their own homes, to share faith and to pray 
together. Many people lived in challenging situations, with little 
in the way of money or material things. But what shone out was 
their richness in God, their strength from Him and their 
unwavering faith.  
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